4) 
wer 


BISHOP’S LETTER Gy; 


Greetings to you 
all for the 
Mid-Autumn 
Moon Festival! 
This is a 


traditional festival 


for Chinese people 
all over the world. 
This year it has reminded me of our 
mission goal of the Diocese — to 
depend on Christ to shine the true light, 
to the glory of God and to the benefit 
of mankind. This year our focus is on 
the witness of the family, so this 
mid-autumn each church family is 
being encouraged to think how they 

can use the festival to gather together 
their family in Christ: 
this time, families in Taiwan gather 


Each year at 


together for barbecues and tea parties, 
to look at the moon and to eat special 
foods. 
Christians to share the gospel with 


This is a good opportunity for 


their family, friends and neighbors. 
We eat moon cakes, circular in shape 
to symbolize perfection and gathering 


together; we also eat “‘pomelos’ — citrus 
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_fruits a little similar to large grapefruits 
- that can be separated into segments, a 
symbol of sharing and joy. And we 
also eat ‘mua-ji’, a sweet sticky cake, 
symbolizing the way our hearts stick to 
God and to each other. Let us follow 

this tradition of gathering, listening 

and sharing this Mid-Autumn Moon 

Festival, and let us build on the 

harmony and tranquility to cleanse our 

souls of all that separates us from the 
love of Christ and from each other. 

May God bless us all! 


Rt. Rev. David J. H. Lai (pictured here 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury) 


ers 


SUMMER MISSION PROGRAM 


Rev. Lennon Chang is both the Rector 
of Advent Church and the Chaplain of 
St. John’s University. The summer 
mission program was a joint venture 
between church and chaplaincy, 
training a group of young people to do 
evangelism by leading a series of 
children’s summer camps around the 
Diocese. The purpose was to train 
the young people firstly to learn how to 
serve God, and secondly to understand 
and identify with the Taiwan Episcopal 
Church. 


Most of the 30 young people involved 
were / are students at St. John’s 
University, some also came from other 
Episcopal Churches in Taiwan, and 
they were accompanied by high school 
students from each church. After 
several training days throughout the 
year, the group started the mission 
program with a 2-day retreat and 
preparation, following which all of 
them took part in the first of the 


summer camps at Advent Church. 


The group then separated into smaller 
teams and traveled around Taiwan over 
the next 2 months, holding a total of 13 
summer camps in 12 churches. A 
total of over 600 children attended the 
camps. At the end of the final camp, 
the whole group of 30 plus the leaders 
and the high school helpers went to 
stay overnight in Ilan on the east coast, 
for a time of prayer, sharing and 
thanksgiving to God. The photo shows 
them enjoying themselves at the hot 
springs at Ilan, a traditional Chinese 


way to relax! 


The vision of Rev. Lennon Chang and 
the student group is to see revival in 
the Taiwan Episcopal Church. To 
support this group and the summer 
mission program, Advent Church 
started to hold a weekly prayer 
meeting especially for this purpose. 
The group also fasted for the evening. 
God revealed many things to this 
prayer group about the spiritual state of 
each church, and how they could pray 
4 “3s _ fora breakthrough 


so that the preaching 
of the gospel would 
be effective in 
changing lives. 

Now that the 
summer mission 
program is over, the 


group will continue 


each week to fast and pray for revival 
in the church. Some of the young 
people who took part in the mission, 
although they have a strong faith, have 
been forbidden by their families from 
being baptized. This group of young 
people will be the focus of special 
prayer and it is hoped that they can be 
baptized at Christmas. 


Rev. Lennon Chang’s vision for next 
year is to build on this year’s program 
and develop it even further. He hopes 
to have a group of 56 young people, 40 


students or working young people and 


16 high-school students. During the 
winter vacation from January 25-30, 
2008, they will all travel to St. James’ 
Church, Taichung for training. Next 
summer 2008, this group will continue 
to run children’s camps, but not in 
every church. Weaker churches or 
those that can’t organize their own 
program will be the priority. Next 
year’s junior high-school, senior 
high-school and college camps will all 
be held at St. John’s University with a 
special focus on teenagers and students, 
especially reaching out to 


non-Christians. 


ADVENT CHURCH, TAMSUI 


Rev Lennon Chang Yuan-Rong 4 2 BH Sf 
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The children’s summer camp this year 


from July 4-6 saw over 90 children and 
40 leaders taking part in the first of the 
many summer camps around Taiwan. 
Advent Church is located in a very 
rural coastal area, and the local 
children attend small rural primary 


schools. Advent church has started to 
cooperate with these schools and the 
schools are more and more willing to 
help advertise future church events. 
Outreach projects planned for the new 
term in September include a children’s 
music class with opportunities for 
performing at Christmas and visits to 
old peoples’ homes. Also an English 
class for children on Friday evenings 
when the children will learn Bible 


stories in English and Chinese. 


The big project for the next few 
months will be the installation of the 
new stained glass window and 


sculpture in the church ceiling. The 


money is still coming in — so far about 
half of the total of NT$ 5 million 
needed has been raised. The 
installation is due to start in 
mid-October and we hope it will all be 
finished in time for Christmas. The 
artists, from Lyn Hovey’s Studio 
(www.lynhoveystudio.com) in Boston, 
USA designed the stained glass to 
depict Christ as the Light of Dawn (# 


#4 Li-Ming) breaking in the east to 
illuminate Taiwan, thus linking in with 
the church’s name, Advent Church. 
The metal sculpture in the centre will 
depict Jacob’s ladder and the prayers 
of God’s people ascending upwards. 
We will include a photo of the finished 
artwork in the next issue of 


Friendship..... 


ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY 


St. John’s University hosted the annual 


summer camp of the Chinese Christian 
University Students Association from 
July 10-13. About 300 students 
attended from all over Taiwan and 
from Hong Kong. We were also 
pleased to be able to welcome Mr. 
Takamitsu Okumura ( BNH3E ) 


representing the Diocese of Osaka. 


The university has recently started to 
use video conferences as a means for 


communicating with universities in 


other countries. This has great 
potential for the future. Most 
students do not have the opportunity to 
study abroad for any length of time, 
but with video conferences, they can 
attend classes taught by overseas 
professors and hopefully in the future 
gain credits towards their final degree. 
During this next semester, St. John’s 
University and the University of York 
St. John in England will hold a series 
of lecture programs to start the ball 
rolling. Watch this space! 


TRNINTY CHURCH, KEELONG 
VISIT TO THE CHURCH OF IRELAND 
Rev. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang # 4% 7 &f 


The Rev. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang was 
invited to Ireland from April 9-30 by 
the Dublin University Far-Eastern 
Mission (DUFEM) and their chairman, 
Rev. Patrick Comerford. He visited 
many churches, both traditional and 
modern. He shared in daily worship 
at the Church of Ireland Theological 
College and was left with many deep 
impressions of creative worship; while 
choral evensong at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral was such an uplifting 
experience that time stood still and he 
thought he was heaven! This was his 
first experience of visiting an 
English-speaking country. During his 
first week he says he understood 
almost nothing, but by the second 
week he was starting to understand and 
by the third week he was quite at home 
with the Irish accent. It took him 
about the same length of time to get 
used to Irish food, especially all those 
potatoes! The lifestyle was more 
relaxed than Taiwan, and he certainly 
enjoyed the coffee breaks and chances 
for relaxation. He was full of praise 
for the warm welcome, the wonderful 
hospitality and thankful to the many 
students who gave up their free time to 
take him out to see the sights, and for 
their immense patience as he struggled 
with the language. God was faithful 
to him throughout his trip and such 
was God’s timing that just 2 days after 


his arrival home, Richard’s wife gave 
birth to their second child, a son. 


Trinity Sunday 
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The highlight of their summer camps 
this year has been the group of 16 
young people from the northern 
deanery who attended the 5-day 
evangelism camp at St. James’ Church, 
Taichung. Rev. Richard Lee and Rev. 
Philip Lin were the leaders. Although 
the group also included senior high 
school and university students, most 
were junior high school students. 8 
of them had previously attended 
training in the winter vacation in 
Hua-lien. Rev. Richard Lee reports 
on the amazing way in which God led 
this group. On the first day, the 
students were restless, inattentive and 
not interested in prayer or worship. 
Little by little, over the week, their 
lives started to be changed by God’s 
grace. They had training in the 


mornings and went out to share the 


gospel in the afternoons and evenings. 
By the final evening, every single one 
of them stood up to walk to the front to 
commit their lives in service to God. 
The clergy laid hands on them and 
each was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Many cried and many past hurts were 
dealt with. They were filled with joy 
and praised and worshiped God! 


The other exciting new work in 
Keelong is the start of outreach in a 
new high-rise housing estate in 
Keelong. Many of the people there 
are single parent families, and have no 


place for the children to go after school 
while they wait for their parents to 
come home from work. __ Trinity 
Church is starting an after-school class 
for primary school children on the 
estate, in a government-run activity 
centre which is free for community 
groups to use. As well as the 
homework class, there will also be a 
weekend outreach program among the 
children, and activities organized for 
the parents. _ The vision is that this 
could be the beginnings of a new 


church on the estate. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG 


Rey. Philip Lin Li-Feng #. 24 bf 


In the kindergarten, a new 8 storey 
building has recently been completed 
and is due for its official opening on 
November 24. The kindergarten 
recently sent 2 of its teachers to the 
Cambridge-Ellis Pre-School in Boston, 
USA for a summer class to teach the 


American children Chinese. This was 


Bishop Lai and church members inspect 


the new kindergarten building. 


a very successful experience and they 
look forward to it being repeated next 
year. The kindergarten is hopeful that 
next year they will also be able to 
welcome a teacher from Boston to 
come to St. James’ to teach English. 

As a result of the annual fund-raising 
Fun Day held on Mother’s Day in May, 
the kindergarten recently donated 
- NT$25,000 each - firstly to the 

~ Diocese of Central Philippines 
for the training of one of their 
seminarians, - and secondly to 
Rainbow Primary School, 

; Dodoma, Tanzania for the 


building of new classrooms. 


Chinese congregation: The children’s 
summer camp was led by Rev. Lennon 


Chang who reports on how much God 


blessed the mission and all the children. 


The team went out around the local 
area to invite local children and some 
of the children holiday schools also 
came. The numbers built up over the 
3 days until on the last night there were 
over 90 children in attendance. God 


is good! 


English congregation: Herman 
Fouche, Jan Harwood and Jerry Liang 


are the 3 lay leaders of the English 
congregation. Jerry is the regular 


pianist too. This summer he retired at 


the age of 50 from high school English 
teaching and has accepted the 
challenge of taking on the teaching of 
the new an-chin-ban (after-school) 
class of first / second grade elementary 
school children at St. James’ 
Kindergarten. This will be an 
all-English class for 3 hours each 
afternoon. Also in the English 
congregation, they send their 
congratulations to 2 regular members 
Grant Buchan and Charlotte Punt who 
were recently married and have 
returned to their native South Africa to 
live. The recent cooperation with 
Good Shepherd English congregation 
has been very fruitful and they look 
forward to further cooperation in the 


future. 


CHURCH OF THE LEADING STAR, TAIPING: 
Mrs. Grace Yang Li-Shiang #3 # # #78 


Mrs. Grace Yang, the parish worker at 
the Church of the Leading Star is full 
of praise and thanks to God because on 
August 5 her husband and 
mother-in-law (shown here in the 
photo) were baptized in the church by 
Rev. Elizabeth Wei, who is the priest 


responsible for Leading Star church. 
Grace had been praying for them both 
for many years, so this is the answer to 
many faithful years of prayer. Her 
husband was then confirmed on August 
26. The church has seen steady 
growth in the last few months. 
Particularly exciting was the children’s 


summer camp. Two days beforehand 


a typhoon closed down the whole 
country for 24 hours, but thankfully 
was gone by the start of the camp, and 
a total of 40 children attended, double 
the number expected. The following 
Sunday 7 of these children and young 
people came to the service. We pray 


for the follow up of these children. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURH, KAOHSIUNG. 
Rey. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin # X xt K Gf 


St. Paul’s reports a number of successful 
activities during the summer. 
Particularly fruitful has been the 
13-week course of Evangelism 
Explosion which 3 church members 
completed over the course of the last 
few months. These 3 qualified 
evangelists now have the responsibility 
to share the gospel with others and also 
to train others to do evangelism 


themselves. 


Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin is spending 
this coming semester, September to 
December, on sabbatical study at the 
Ming-Hua (HH2#) Theological College 
in Hong Kong:. The Diocese is most 
grateful to the Province of Hong Kong 
and Macau for their hospitality and for 


paying all the costs out of their 
Archbishop’s Fund. 


In the absence of Rev. Tzeng, Rev. June 
Chou, previously at Grace Church, 
Tainan, will take over as priest, before 


her retirement at the end of this year. 


SEMINARIAN : Mr. Simon Chou Tsai-Shin §§ 7 #4 # 4 


During the summer, 
seminarian Mr. Simon 
Chou Tsai-Shin was 
assigned to St. Paul’s 
Church for his fieldwork. 
Actually he was 
frequently away, busy 
leading a total of 8 
summer camps around 
He gives thanks that this 
was a real break after a year of hard 


the Diocese. 


work and study at Fu-Ren University. 
When asked which of all the 8 camps 
was the most special, he chose the 


children’s summer camp at All 
Saints, Kang-Shan. The 
team of leaders went out to the 
local park, market and school 
to invite the local children to 
attend the camp. In this way 
they made contact with 10 
new children, who made the 
total up to 50. Please pray 
for Simon, a young man with lots of 
energy and enthusiasm, and his wife, 
principal of the kindergarten at St. 
John’s Cathedral, Taipei. 


ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 


Rev. Justin Lin Jun-Ming KE ARK Sf 


From June 6-10, 2008, the Diocese will 
host the annual conference of EAM, the 
Episcopal Asia-America Ministry of the 
American Episcopal Church (ECUSA). 
This includes Korean, Chinese, Filipino, 
Japanese and South-East Asian 
Americans living in the USA. About 250 


people are expected. The 
conference will be held in 
Kaohsiung, and Justin is 
responsible for the practicalities of 
. the conference. In connection 
with this, he attended the EAM 
meeting in Los Angeles in June. 

' In his absence, Parish worker Mrs. 
_. Julia Lin took care of much of the 
church work. She reports on what an 
organized church it is, everyone is so 
involved in everything and able to 
cooperate together, and what a good 
example Justin and family set in their 
service. She says that the future for the 


church looks very bright! 


SEMINARIAN : Mr. Phili 


During the summer, seminarian Mr. 
Philip Her Jung-Long (pictured here 
with his wife) was assigned to St. 
Timothy’s Church for his fieldwork, and 
he reports on what a wonderful summer 
he has had. He started off at the 
Advent summer camp for a week, 
followed by a week at Trinity Church 
summer camp in Keelong, then a week 
at St. Luke’s Church summer camp in 
Hua-lien, and finally a week at Tainan 
Grace Church. He gives great thanks 
to God because virtually all the children 


in all the camps stood up to show that 


Her Jung-Lon 


a] BX EF 


they wanted to accept Jesus as their Lord. 
He also reports that a recent family day 
for the young people and children of St. 
Timothy’s Church attracted over 120 
people including many visitors. A 


wonderful outreach! 


His final Sunday at St. Timothy’s saw 
him preaching his first-ever sermon in 
Taiwanese, which he found a great 
challenge but also very exciting. He 
starts his second year at Fu-Ren 

Philip retired 


from his teaching career last year at the 


University in September. 


age of 50 and now has a new challenge 
of training for the ministry. He has lots 
of experience in the church, having 
previously been church warden at 
Advent Church in Tamsui. His wife has 
just retired from teaching this year and is 
hoping to do some study in preparation 


for her future role in parish ministry. 


ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR KINDERGARTEN PRINCIPALS, 
SUPERVISORS AND CLERGY 


Ching-Jing Farm 


as, 


, April 16-18 


ST. ANDREW’S KINDERGARTEN 


JIE-DING / GRACE CHURCH, TAINAN 


Rev. Sam Cheng Ching-San ## = @ # 


For the past 13 months, Rev. Sam 
Cheng Ching-San has been living and 
working at St. Andrew’s Kindergarten 
firstly as parish worker, and then since 
his ordination on March 31, 2007, as 
deacon. On Sundays he has been 
traveling to Kang-Shan All Saints to 
serve in the church there. In 
mid-August he was re-assigned to 
Grace Church, Tainan, although he will 
continue to keep up some of the 
evangelistic work at St. Andrew’s, 
particularly among the kindergarten 
teachers. He reports a very special 
summer experience. He and his wife 


welcomed the summer mission team of 


15 young people led by Rev. Lennon 
Chang and his wife. Sam saw this as 
a chance for him to serve them and to 
take care of them. Each day he and 
his wife cooked and fed the team, 
washed their clothes and made sure 
they were well and comfortable. He 
is very thankful to them for all their 
hard work and leadership of the 
children’s camp. 34 young children 
attended the camp and a happy time 
was had by all. Sam also took 18 
children from Jie-Ding up to 
Tzeng-Wen Reservoir for the southern 
deanery children’s summer residential 
camp. He was actually in charge of 
running the whole camp of 137 
children. Asa result of all this 
activity he is pleased to announce that 
he has lost 5kg in weight this summer! 
Grace Church, Tainan also had a very 
successful summer camp for children 
and 22 children attended. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI 
Rey. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng #42 RX bf 


Ten young people arrived at St. Peter’s 
to lead the children’s camp and they 
welcomed a total of 60 children. 


About half of these children were new 


to the church. The young leaders 
were wonderful and a really good 
example to the children, serving as 


good role models for them to follow. 


Rev. Keith Lee was also responsible school and college students. 15 
for leading the summer camp at students from the southern deanery 


Tzeng-Wen Reservoir for senior high attended. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, KANG-SHAN: 
Rev. Samuel Liao Jin-Ling RAR & 


Recent events at All Saints Church new home of one of the senior 

include the summer camp for children parishioners, whose daughter worships 
and a farewell party for Rev. Sam Cheng at the cathedral in Taipei. She also 
Ching-San and his wife as they left to invited Bishop and Mrs. Lai to attend 
move to Grace Church, Tainan. A very this very special thanksgiving for her 


special event was a family service at the new home. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PING-TUNG: 
Rev. Daniel Lee Chang-Rong F& BR 


Rev. Daniel Lee is very enthusiastic in to lead the camps were a big help to St. 
reporting on the summer camp held at Mark’s and the church is now 

St. Mark’s. The church buildings are concentrating on the follow-up of these 
not big enough for large numbers of children. They now have 2 Sunday 
children, so Daniel converted the school classes, and 6 Sunday school 
living room of his family teachers. Daniel was also responsible 
accommodation into a classroom. for organizing the summer camp at 
Daniel and 2 church members fasted Tzeng-Wen Reservoir for the junior 
and prayed each lunch time during the high school children. 40 children 
camp, a good example to the young attended and had a very happy time. 


leaders. The young people who came 
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ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, HUA-LIEN 
Mr. Timothy Chen Jer-Ren [RR & t= #38 


along to the weekend ‘Happy Club’ 
run by the parish worker Mr. Timothy 
Chen. About 12 children also attend 
the twice weekly after-school 


homework class for primary school 


grades 3-6. Most of these children 


* are from families without the resources 
The children’s summer camp at St. 


Luke’s attracted 22 children. Most of 


these children are already known to the 


or time to help their children with 
homework. It is a valuable outreach 
of the church and we pray that it may 


church and about 10 of them come bear fruit. 


ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL. TAIPEI (a) 
Rev. Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou #. @ K#uE 


cathedral organized a family summer 
camp in July at Jin-Shan on the 
northern coast of Taiwan. This was 
for parents and children, especially 
those in the Sunday school. The 
cathedral is also trying to encourage its 
members to have a sense of 


responsibility for the environment and 


to be concerned for its protection, also 


Many cathedral young people took part recycling of plastic bags, chopsticks 
in the northern deanery summer camps, etc. They give thanks to God that the 
including the evangelism training church is running smoothly and the 
mission at St. James’ Church, Taichung. training programs and teaching are 

In accordance with the Diocesan focus well-supported. 


on Family Witness during this year, the 


GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI 
Rey. Lily Chang Ling-Ling 7R### Gf, English Chaplain: Rev. Diane Wong 


There were a couple of “firsts” this 
summer with Good Shepherd. For the 
first time, students from Yang Ming 
High School, located across the street 
from the church, came to volunteer at 
the Senior Service Center to earn their 
community service credits by delivering 
meals to the elderly and being their 
companions. Under the guidance of 2 
social workers and 2 university student 
interns, the 28 high school students had 
an inspiring summer which helped them 
overcome their fear of interacting with 
the elderly and understand the 
importance of companionship. One 
high school student, through this 
summer experience, decided to spend 


more time with his mother. 


This summer was also the first time that 
the leadership of Advent Church 


organized a diocesan-wide children’s 


summer day camp, and Good Shepherd 
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participated in this effort. With leaders 
from Advent Church, teachers and 
helpers from the Chinese congregation 
of Good Shepherd helped set up 2 
consecutive day camps in August; one at 
a local school and one at Good Shepherd. 
Altogether 125 children had a wonderful 
week learning English, bible stories, 
songs and games. For many of these 


children it would be the first time they 


come into contact with the Episcopal 
Church and hear the stories of God. 
We thank God for giving us the 


opportunity to serve these children. 


In the kindergarten, an English Bible 
summer class for 10 primary school 
children was a new project. It was led 
by Catherine Lee, and assisted by Joyce 
Chang who translated and made sure the 
gospel message was understood. The 
class lasted 4 weeks, each morning from 
9:00 — 11:30am. Anew challenge, but 
the children are keen to repeat it next 


year! 


New Beginnings — English speaking congregation, 
Church of the Good Shepherd 


This year we have been blessed by many 


new beginnings. In January, Sage Ann 
Reyes was born, followed by Isaac Lee 
Haar in March (moved to Tokyo in June), 
Oscar Hurcum in April, and Lauren 

Chao in August. Even though Isaac 
Edward Studley was born in the U.S in 
July, after his parents moved back home 
from Taipei in June, we consider Isaac 


Studley one of our own too. 


New life has also taken a different form 
within the congregation with our focus 
on building fellowship and community. 
Once every two months, a fellowship 
luncheon takes place at the home of one 
of the members to build relationships, to 
strengthen the sense of community, and 
to experience God’s presence among us 
as hosts and guests. Our next 
fellowship gathering will be a pool-side 
barbeque to be held on September 9" 
after the service, to help welcome and 
start off a new year after the summer 
vacation. 


A new beginning that I am particularly 
looking forward to is a bible study that 
will begin in October for members of the 
congregation that are available during 
the day. 
sleepless night that most of the women 


It dawned on me one 


in the congregation do not work and we 
could do bible study. I thank them for 
their enthusiasm which makes this group 
possible. We look forward to this spirit 
filled time when we come together to 
support one another, pray for the 
congregation, to be nurtured by God’s 
words, and to be equipped for the work 
that God has set for us. 


So I ask you all to pray for this bible 
study group that our ears be opened to 
hear Christ, our eyes be opened to see 
Christ, our hearts be opened to love 


Christ, and our hands be opened to serve 
Christ. 


- Fis ‘ 7 
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For news about the Englis speaking 


congregation, please visit our blog page 
at www.goodshepherd.com.tw/english/ 


Blessings, Diane+ 
Priest and chaplain for the English 
speaking congregation 


Mr. Her Ray-En is 26 
years old and the son of 
Mr. Her Jung-Long, 
Seminarian. After 
studying entomology at 


Jong-Shing University in 


Taichung, followed by his 


Church, Kaohsiung. He 
hopes to be able to start at 


= seminary in September 2008. 


During this summer, he took 


part in 7 of the children’s 


camps around Taiwan. Each 


military service and some time 
working, Ray-En feels called to the 
ordained ministry. When his father 
started work at St. John’s University 
(while Ray-En was at high school), the 
family moved and they started to 
attend Advent Church. At university 
he was very active in the campus 
student Christian group, and attended a 
conference for young people seeking to 
know God’s will for their future. He 
also spent a week at Taizé and started 
to feel called to serve in the Episcopal 
Church. With his family’s 
encouragement and support, Ray-En is 
now in the process of being selected 
for theological training. This year he 
is assigned to Advent Church full-time 
for parish experience, and in January 


will be assigned to St. Timothy’s 


church made a special impression on 
him ina different way. At St. Peter’s 
he experienced a Taiwanese Eucharist 
for the first time; at Trinity he loved 
the worship using all new songs; at St. 
Luke’s the church members took the 
group out to visit the sea and showed 
great kindness and hospitality; at St. 
Mark’s the women’s group were a real 
blessing in taking care of them; at St. 
Paul’s the group were invited to the 
pastor’s home every day for relaxation 
and fellowship; at St. James’ every day 
a different vestry member was 
responsible for providing the food, so 
they were well fed and watered and 


always had more than enough to eat! 


MR. PAUL CHUN-YI LAI 3) 4% 4+ 


The Diocesan Committee on Ministry 


is pleased to announce that, with the 


full support of the Rt. Rev. Orris 
Walker Jr, Bishop of Long Island, USA, 


they recommend Mr. Paul Chun-Yi Lai 
for study at General Seminary, New 
York. Paul is the elder son of Bishop 
and Mrs. Lai, and is officially a 
member of Grace Church, Tainan. 

For the past 10 years he has been 


serving as a lay leader at St. George’s 


Episcopal Church, Flushing, New York. 


He hopes to start his theological study 
in January, and after ordination hopes 
to serve with his wife in parish 
ministry in ECUSA. We give thanks 
to God that the Diocese of Taiwan can 
help ECUSA in this way. 


ENGLISH BIBLE STUDIES 


send laborers to the 
harvest 


This is a new venture for the Diocese! 
Catherine Lee, CMS Mission Partner 
from England has started a series of 
English Bible Studies for the clergy 
and parish workers in the Diocese. 
Most of the clergy have reasonable 


enough English to be able to welcome 


visitors and chat about everyday things. 


But many of our church visitors want 
to know in greater depth about the 
church in Taiwan, about the experience 


of being a Christian in Taiwan and 


about issues affecting the clergy 
ministry here. Also our clergy have 
many chances to travel overseas and 
often study abroad, for which they 
need better English. So these Bible 
studies are designed to help the clergy 
increase in confidence and to be able to 
share at greater depth. We discuss the 
kind of things that Diocesan visitors to 
Taiwan may be interested in. At 
present we are studying the Sermon on 
the Mount. The northern clergy 
group meets weekly for an hour of 
English Bible study followed by their 
meeting and translation session 
(translating the Prayer Book into 
Taiwan-style Chinese), while the 
southern clergy group, being further 
apart, meets monthly for a 3-hour 
English Bible study. Good results so 


far! 


WELCOME...... 


Archbishop Desmond Tutu from South 
Africa. 


The Diocese was delighted to welcome 
representatives of ECUSA - Mr. Peter He was invited by the Taiwan 
Ng from New York, Mrs. Mimi Wu government to advise and encourage 


and her husband Peter from Hawaii- to on peace and reconciliation issues 


visit Taiwan in April to attend the 4" 
anniversary celebrations of St. John’s 
University. Mrs. Mimi Wu is the 
chair of EAM (Episcopal 
Asia-America Ministry) in Province 
VIII as well as being in charge of 
Province VIII Racial and Ethnic 
Committee. Mr. Peter Ng is the 
Asia-Pacific Officer of Global 
Relations for ECUSA. They visited 
the whole Diocese, met all the clergy 
and brought words of greetings and 
blessing from the USA. We look 
forward to their visit at the EAM 


conference next year. 


The Diocese also welcomed the visit of 


aS AND GOODBYE! 


The Diocese said goodbye to Drew 


Foisie at the end of July. He had been 


here a year serving at Good Shepherd 
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particularly in relation to the ‘228 
Incident’ of 1947, as Taiwan attempts 
to face the past and be more open 
about the atrocities that happened at 
that time. He and his wife joined in 
the worship at St. Timothy’s Church 


and preached. 


We also welcome regular visits from 
Rev. Graham Ogden, retired CMS 
Australia missionary and former 
English chaplain at Good Shepherd 
Church. He returns to Taiwan several 
times a year in order to help with the 
Chinese translation of a new Study 
Bible. 


Church. We wish him well as he 
starts his study at Virginia Seminary in 


preparation for the ordained ministry. 


VISIT TO MAINLAND CHINA 


A group of clergy and 
their families led by 
Bishop Lai, visited 
Mainland China from 
May 28 to June 2. 
The group visited 

m. Jiu-zai-gou (18), a 
; famous area of 
outstanding natural 
beauty. In Sichuan 
Province they had the 
opportunity to meet 
with the China 


Christian Council and Three-Self Patriotic Movement of the Protestant Church, and 


visit the Sichuan Seminary. 


VISIT TO OSAKA 
Ms. Hsueh Shu-Ching (Setsu) 2#:#¢ 2 


Shu-Ching is a member of Advent 
Church, invited together with a 
member of St. Paul’s Kaohsiung to 
represent the Diocese of Taiwan on a 
visit to help at the Diocese of Osaka 
summer camp. This is her report: 


‘Even after learning Japanese for many 
years, this was my first visit to Japan, 
so everything was fresh and new! I 
experienced the enthusiasm of the 
Japanese Christians, the abundance and 
deliciousness of Japanese food and the 
beauty of the scenery around Osaka. 

I want to thank Bishop Uno (#) in 
Osaka and Bishop Lai (#8) in Taiwan 
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who gave me the chance to visit Japan. 
I also want to thank Pastors 
Takebayasi({’J#), Iwaki(Z 3), 
Huzie(#@YL) and Saitou(#7#) in 
particular. They helped me to learn 
so much and to enjoy the whole trip. 
In addition, I want to thank the young 
people in the camp; it is because of 
them that my experience is one I will 
never forget. I hope that one day I 
will have the chance to visit Osaka 
again, so that I might have the chance 
to get more familiar with the Osaka 
dialect, and thereby understand 


Japanese Christians more deeply.’ 


‘My Life and Experience as a Bishop’s Spouse.’ 
Mrs. Lily Lai, wife of Rt. Rev. David Lai, Bishop of Taiwan. 


The following article was written by 
Mrs. Lily Lai in response to a request 
from Mrs. Jane Williams, wife of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
preparation for the Lambeth Conference 
2008. 


“Most people in Taiwan follow the 
traditional folk-religion practices of 
Taoism mixed with Buddhism, and my 
My father 


and mother were very devout in their 


family was no exception. 


daily ancestor worship and in their 
From.the start they 
opposed me going to church or having 
anything to do with Christianity. It is 
only by the grace of God that I can write 


prayers to the gods. 


these words now, as I look back on my 
journey to faith and its most unlikely 


and seemingly impossible start. 


When I was 9 years old, the local 
Presbyterian Church started a children’s 
outreach program on the street outside 
our home in Tainan, southwest Taiwan. 
Every Saturday afternoon I would take 
my youngest sister (then aged 2) outside 


to listen to the evangelist preaching the 
My mother did not like this, 


and one day when it rained we ran home 


Gospel. 


soaked, only to get a beating from my 


mother! 


he loyLis wy shepherd, 
Hore Ts odes 1 ehall earl 


My father was a police officer and was 
sent to work on the east coast of Taiwan, 
so I moved with one of my sisters to my 
grandmother’s house. Several of my 
classmates were Christians, and they 
often shared the Gospel with me and 
invited me to go with them to church 
activities. One day a missionary came 
to our house and invited me to kneel 
down and pray, sol did. My 
grandmother was so angry. When my 
mother returned to visit us and 
discovered I was going along to church, 


she beat me again! 


Family life changed dramatically when 
my father had an affair and moved out to 


live with this new woman. My mother 


was very angry and blamed me. It was 
because she was pregnant with me that 
she had to get married in the first place, 
so she saw it as my fault that she was in 
this mess now. My mother decided 
that I should have no more education, 
but should get a job. My father on the 
other hand supported me in my desire to 
complete my education, so I moved to 
live with him and his girlfriend. At 
that time I was the best student in Tainan 
High School for Girls, but my father 
lived in Kaohsiung. So each morning I 
would wake up at 4:00am, prepare my 
lunch box, walk one hour to the train 
station, catch the first train to Tainan and 
then walk 35 minutes to the school. 
Each day I had to pass the river which 
was reputed to be full of ghosts, and I 
would sing choruses and hymns to get 
me safely past! 


My father’s girlfriend didn’t like me 
studying and told my father I wanted to 
stop my education and look for a job. 
So she tried to tempt me to become a 
dancing girl in one of the dancing halls. 
For 2 months in the summer vacation I 
worked there selling tickets, each night 
returning home on foot after midnight. 
These dancing halls were run by the 
local mafia and had a bad reputation. I 
was so afraid of what might happen to 
me and I used to sing choruses to help 
Eventually I told my father, 
and he gave me some money and told 


calm me. 


me to leave the house and move away. 
But where could I go? I eventually 
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ended up living in a convent near my 
school. Things were fine until the 
convent needed all the rooms for a 


retreat and I was homeless once more. 


Foxes have (airs and birds 
of the sky have nests 

Fortunately I heard that Grace Episcopal 
Church in Tainan had a hostel and I 
moved there. That was my first contact 
with the Episcopal Church. The priest 
there at that time, John Chien, was later 
to become Bishop of Taiwan, but my 
first memory is of him banging on my 
door while I was hiding inside, too 
afraid to answer! He needed me to 
help him take care of his wife, who had 
just had a baby, so I helped wash the 
vegetables and prepare the food for her. 
That first day helping them, I also met 
my future husband for the first time! 
At that time David was at Tainan 
Theological College, and assigned to 
Grace Church for field work. 
Chinese New Year and David’s family 


It was 


were too far away for him to return 
home, so he spent the time with John 
and Grace Chien. Grace invited me to 


go to church that Sunday, and kept on 


inviting me week after week. Through 
their witness, care and encouragement, I 
was eventually baptized and became a 


committed Christian. 


My testimony is one of amazing grace. 
Despite all the opposition, temptations, 
and difficulties of my early life, God has 
proved faithful to me and showed me he 
is indeed the way, the truth and the life. 
When David was elected Bishop of 
Taiwan to succeed Bishop John Chien, 
in the year 2000, we already had good 
role models to follow. I was able to 
retire from my teaching post and we 
moved to Taipei to start our new 
ministry. Whatever I can do to help 
David, I am more than willing to support 
him. Iam the Supervisor for one of 
our church kindergartens, and I have a 


particular ministry among clergy wives 


and the female members of our churches. 


There is a lot of prayer, counseling and 
encouragement needed to help these 


wonderful women in their journey of 


faith and their outreach to others. 


Before we took care of one small church, 
now we have a whole Diocese. We also 
work on building relationships with 

other denominations in Taiwan, with 
other Dioceses in ECUSA (of which we 
are a part), as well as other Dioceses in 
Asia. 


between the churches in Asia and the 


We share a vision to be a bridge 


USA, and to promote reconciliation 
between those who think differently, that 
we may be able to work together for the 


good of God’s Kingdom”. 


FAREWELL LETTER FROM DREW FOISIE 


Dear Friendship Readers, 


I have been blessed to be a 
missioner serving Taiwan and the 
Church of the Good Shepherd for the 
2006/2007 church year. There are as 
many missionaries as there are 


imaginable ways to serve. Some literally 
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help build the Church for decades as 
missionaries embedded in the local 
culture and society, some work on a 
specific project for a few years, some 
are sent for one year and some for just 
one week. I have been with the Church 
in Taiwan for one amazing year with the 


sense that my ministry has been one of 


coming along side and walking with the 
Church here. In doing so, I have been 
blessed to be a visible and tangible sign 
that the Church of Taiwan is an essential 
part of the worldwide body of Christ. As 
Saint Paul said, we just can’t say to one 
part of the body, “you’re not so 
important”. And while most of you are 
saying (or should be saying), “well, 
duh!” it is important that we affirm this 
idea in word and deed. However we do 
this we can be sure that we will be 
blessed in the process because we will 
be caught up in the mysterious activity 
and action of the Holy Spirit to complete 
the prayer of Jesus that we all may be 
one. 


During my ministry in Taiwan 
I’ve had the privilege of getting “caught 
up” in a little bit of everything. I taught 
English to kindergarten kids, 
coordinated ministries for the English 
congregation, team-led a student 
outreach program, led the “English 
Camp” class on Saturday mornings, 
served as English coordinator at the 
diocesan office, helped lead summer 
camps and many, many other things. In 
looking back I see how God led me, 
through opportunity after opportunity, to 
see how and what the Church is doing. I 
learned not only how the Church works, 
but how I work as well. In this process I 
have felt a strong sense of being a part 
of God’s work in the Church in the 
world. 
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In other places I’ve talked about 
the experience of trying to learn Chinese. 
I would not now say that I can speak the 
language, but the process has been very 
interesting and a lot of fun. It’s been 
interesting because I see now more than 
ever that language is absolutely all about 
people. Absent people, language is 
dead — merely meaningless sounds. In 
spite of the fact that my Taiwanese 
friends’ English in not like mine and my 
Chinese is elementary at best, we’re still 
able to communicate with a depth and 
richness. Somehow a new language, all 
our own, develops. This new language is 
guided and formed by the relationship 
itself, a mutual love and commitment to 
the other. I think living the life of Faith 
and being in relationship with the family 
of God is also like this. As we learn to 
speak the “language of God” our 
relationships with each other and with 
God grow in depth and richness. As I 
prepare for my return to the US I am left 
with this reflection repeating and 
replaying in my head and in my heart. I 
return home with the significant sense 
that I have been changed by this holy 
conversation. 


Thank you for being a part of it. 


In Peace, 


Drew Foisie 
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